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NEBRASKA 

A»‘V 



TED STATES ATTOR KEY - DISTRICT OF 

- -DC. -2- ^ ^ — ~ **— * *— *■ ^ — - *— * Offte 

- VICTIM? ADMINISTRATIVE INCUIRY 
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POSSIBLE HOBBS A Cl j CO: OMAHA . 

yfaiLs ' * * 

RE vGi* 1AH4 TELETYPES TO THE BUREAU AT ZD 12/1 2/C 4; C LA HA 
AIRiEL AND LHK TO THE BUREAU, 1/25/35. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, REFERENCES DEAL HIT!? j « 

frevihoug investigation uhich surrounds captioned matter ax# 

FRO / IDES ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND, INFORMATION. ABOVE REFERENCES 

FILE. 
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PAGE TWO OM 62A- 


UUNCL4S 


FILE 



ADVISED 




NEBRASKA, IN A 


I N0TER VIEW THAT IN OCTOBER 


, HER 


TOLD HER 


HE MADE 


WITH 


the Lancaster county attorney ronald lahners. who currently serves 

as USA, DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA. SHE STATED 

WHO HAS DEMOCRATIC TIES WITH*IN THE 


‘ that 


WAS 


STATE# OF NEBRASKA, 


SEN# AT OR ED ZOR INSKY RECOMMEND 


LAHNERS FOR UNITED STATES ATTORNEY POSITION, WHICH WAS VACANT IN 


THE DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 

INDICATED THAT HE LEARNED FROM A 


INTERVIEW OF 


ANOTTHER SUEJECT IN the same C#ASE , that 


ALSO RELATED THE SAME INFORMATION TO HER. 


ON AUGUST 14, 1985,, 

GIVE^N TC HER BY THE 
THE *1 INFORMATION #SH£ HAD PROVIDED 
ALLLEGATION REGARDING 



A POLYGRAPH EXAM 

REGARDING 


CONCERNING HER 
IN A STATE MATTER. 

THE FOLLOWING IN/FORMATION WILL PROVIDE NECEESSARY BACK- 
GROUND INFORMATION IN tTUBr EVENT REFERENCED COMMUNIICA.T IONS ArE 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 


be 

hie 


b6 

b7C 


KOI readily available for review# 




4 


< *• 



PAGE NINE OM 62A- UNCLAS 

OF THE STATUTE IPROBLEMS, THtffl# BEING OCTOBER, 1985. lALSO THE 
NEED FOR APPROVAAL FOR CONSENSUAL MONITORINGG AND CONTACT WITH 
ATTORNEYS OF SUBJECTS. 

THERE SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERATION GIVEN# TO INTERVIEWING 
SENATOR EDWARD ZOR INSKY REGARDING’ IF AND WHO APPROACHED HIM 
CONCERNING HIS RECOMMENDATION OF RONALD LAHNERS FOR UNITED 

t 

STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA IN 1980. 

LKM TO FOLLOW. 

BT 


\ 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82)^ 

V ’’ 

A TRANSMIT VIA: 
CJ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 



^ jCll; 

FBI 



PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 9/13/85 


At 



TO: 


DIRECTOR, ?RI 
ATTN : SSA 


WflITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION/UNIT, CID 
ATTN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OPR, PLANNING AND 


INSPECTION DIVISION 


FROM: 

SUBJECT 


SAC, OMAHA ( 62A-3768 ) 
D ^AH$ERS , 


RONALD 


UNITED STATES ATTORN EY, 
DISTRICT OF -NEBRASKA: 


VICTIM 

ADMINISTRATIVE iNQtJIRYT - ' 
POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT 
00 : OMAHA 



Re Omaha telcall to SSA 
‘teletype to the Bureau, 8/30/85. 


9/13/85; Omaha 


Enclosed for the Bureau is on e copy of a supersedin 


indictment concerning the indictm ent of[ 

ET AL , requested by [ 




, Public Integrity Section, Department of Justice 

(DOJ), Washington, D. C. Also enclosed is one copy eacn of 
thre e FD-302s provided by facsimile to F BIHQ, 9/13/85 , pf inter.vife 
with | 1 and | ~~l 


Omaha Division unable to determine from revie^ o 
records and newspaper morgue when or who recommended RON 
LAHNERS for position of USA, District of Nebraska. It is suggest 
DOJ, Washington, D. C. should be able to gather this information 
from records existing within the departme 

... ^ 

Per referenced telcaflMS to S 


Identifi cat ion records forT 





and [ 


be furnished by SSA 
with the enclosures. 

X-N l) 'PW ' r 

(jy - '/Bureau (Enc. 

2 - Omaha 


l FBI number [ 


F BT 

1 FBI number 



J will 


to Public Integrity Section, DOJ, 


d r 




S. \ n \^S 


6 


JNCTSmB 

(6) 

Approved: . 






Transmitted 


(Number) 
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OM 62A-3768 


o< interview ol 



.Patje 


She adv ised that when they arrived at LAHNERS' office, 

also present was I w ^° a S j° rt 

time after she had told her story as to wnat had happened. 

She advised that a few minutes later, LAHNERS excused her and 
| from the offi ce for app roximately fifteen to twenty 
minutes while he and conferred. 

She states that when she and _ returned to 
T.aHTOF.RR' Office. LAHNERS state d he was going to consider 

and instructed her to go back 
to7 | that 

was made in the name o f I ^ for purpose of 

I advised that she did retu rn immediately 
L rrr] I the same. day. 


to 


advised that she understood from talking to the 

Police Department recently, that I ____ 

| their property pection, but she b elieves that 
f was provided by | to compare 


agains 


stated that w hile T 

drove back from the meeting, explained lahnekS — 

~ I the United States Attorney for the District of Nebra ska , 

and / U — 

L \ Senator EDWARD ZORINSKY recommend LAHNERS for 

the United States Attorney's p osition for the Distri ct of 

Nebraska. She had stated that | I ^ bout 

what he had worked out with LAHNERS on several occasions, and 

on one occasion, at a dinner party in front of| — 


stated that a day or so after the meeting at 

LAHNERS' office, she was contacted by a pol ice officer fr om 

thel | Police Department, who came to I 

She indicated that she was advised of her rights and the 

off icer stated he wanted to interview her regarding the 
\ She stated 

that she told the officer the same story that she told LAHNERS 
and | | the officer a± the completion of the ^ 

■j nterview . stated ~He wanted to| P ?;4 ce 

Department , [ p ^e-fiated 

that she iimnp?diaiieiv called | i ™ no 

in turn called Mr. LAHNERS. She advised that she understands 

from talking to the officer that LAHNERS called the | 1 
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Continuation ot Intwviaw of 


,Pao« 


4 


Police Department, and talked to the offic er s superiors 
She advised that the officer was called at 
and to 
as the 
matter^ 


f) hv his superiors to conduct no fu rther investigation 

was handling this 


a dvised that sometime later, possibly January 

of 1981, she wa s I 


and was to do 
year to complete 


X 


pwitnm one 
l wmcn she completed. 



advised that the last t 

about 

m. 9 * ■ 1 1 


was m 


when he reminded her ag ain what he had don e for her . She 

^ i i • I I «« _ 


advised that she was in 
as she had 


Grand Jury indictment, concerning f 


xn 


Nebraska, 


regarding her Federal 


\ She advised at that time h e stated 

] Senator 


J 


ZORINSKY's vote for LAHNER fl | giving the impression he would 
be able to do something similar again. 


[ 




stated that a short time t 

if ter this# shel 




as he made some 




her. 

C 


| advised that s he has no other in formation 
regarding I ™ / and has no idea if _ _ 

actually m ade I I with LAHNE%S as he has indicated. 


She states , 

but does not believe | 
aware 


lwas t o pay - 

lever paid [ 


still owes 


as she is 


She states that she has no documents or other evidence 
which would verify her story, as she has just related. 


to 


T 


advised that for some time, she had wanted 


f 


j that had already 


devel oped wit h regard to her indictment by the Federal Grand 
Jurv.l"^ ladvised that on ea ch occasion that s he i ndica ted 

to\ l that 


I 


the FBI or other law enforcement , she 
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b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b5 


b6 

b7C 


be 

b7C 

b5 


b6 

b7C 
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riutiYpf unit 
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WWiisj 

fljJ-J'v, 

, *:s, Olio 

'!ot C.« 

j Cjti" 

■ 4 *fra. t,v._ 
jj !3:it 


UNCL Ag, 

ATTENTION: SSA 


J in ;X 

;j i-ajaratory, 
j Icjc! Ctein. 

' 6lf. d Core. 


CORRUPTION UNIT, CID 


ATTENTION 


WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION], ^BL A I 

jj CjC* 

ft Tezh, Scrys. , j 
IS 7 testing j 

PJJJ^rASSISTANT DIRECTOR. OPR. PI AMMTMO a I ftfeptoneRmT li 

INSPECTION DIVISION 

RONALD pC^ AHNERS. UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA: 

»:* 1 " — . — — 

1* VICTIM ? ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY; POSSIBLE HOBB 

9 

ACT ; 00" : OMAHA . 

RE OMAHA TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU AUGUST 3^/ 1985, AND BUREAU 
TELETYPE TO OMAHA DATED AUGUST 26,^1985. 



REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE REQUESTED 


BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING HER CONVERSATION WITH 


REGARDING 



UNITED STATES 






M 

2 OCT 

*■ 


8 1985 


! '117 JAN 1 71986 


i 1. 

V 

% 



b6 

blC 



b6 

b7C 
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PAGE TWO OM 62A-37S8 UNCLAS 

r 

SENATOR EDWARD ZORINSKY RECOMMEND RONALD LAHNERS FOR THE POSITION 
OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 

ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1985, | 

l TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 

I REFUSED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FBI 
REGARDING HER KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MATTER, OR HER CONVERSATION WITH 


OMAHA DIVISION HAS COMPLETED ALL INVESTIGATION REQUESTED 
BY THE BUREAU IN THIS MATTER. 



X) 


X 




»• 


* 


\ 


i 





RONALD D. LAHNERS , 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 
DISTRICT OF NEBRA SKA ; 

- VICTIM 

ADMINISTRATIVE INQU I R Y ; 
POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT 


| | also advised that he had just been 

informed by Mr. LAHNERS that an affidavit had been filed 
in the late afternoon with the Office of the Clerk of the 
United States District Court, Lincoln, Nebraska, outlining 
several incidents not germane to the case at hand, to include 
the allegation based on the Administrative Inquiry. 


also requested that RONALD D. LAHNERS, 


United States Attorney, and 


be interviewed in view of the disclosure 
made in the affidavit on file in the Clerk's Office. He 
also requested that a copy of the affidavit be immediately 
forwarded to the DOJ under separate cover to his attention. 


On 


} AUSA 


was successful 


in preventing the testimony of all of the individuals subpoe naed 
to support the affidavit filed, except for I ~l 


and 


of 

Inquiry. 


Jwas successful in preventing testimony 


while on the stand regarding this Administrative 


AUSA [ 


] was unsuccessful in preventing 


testimony and she related to the court that 
had told her 


had made 
Attorney 


Jin November, 1980, as he 


with RONALD L AHNERS , th en Lancaster Coun ty 

told her that 


She explained that 


I 


I 


| United States Senator EDWARD ZORINSKY [ 


Senator ZORINSKY recommend RONALD LAHNERS for the position 
of United States Attorney. 


It should be noted that at the time for 
testimony, there were no news reporters in the courtroom, 
and therefore, newspapers have not repo rted on any of the 
testimony resulting from the hearing on 


There has also been no report in the local news media with 
regards to the affidavit on file at the Clerk's Office 
of the United States District Court in Lincoln, Nebraska. 


* 


*{* 
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RONALD D. LAHNERS, b6 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, b7C 

DISTRICT OF NEBR ASKA ; 

- VICTIM 

ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY; 

POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT 



On 

l RONALD LAH1 

SIERS and 1 1 


were 

i interviewed 


the allegation 

that they had made 

|as alleged by 



| however, did state that he felt Mr. LAHNERS to 


be a very honorable ind ividual and as a result of his de alings 


J 

United States Senator EDWARD ZORINSKY 

r | Mr. LAHNERS 

Attornev, Distri 

zorinskyI 

lUnited States 

ct of Nebraska. 1 1 


1 at the time in 


J Nebraska, or he may have [ 


Mr. LAHNERS, he just cannot remember. 

views with 


Attached are FD-302s reflecting inte 
RONALD D. LAHNERS, United States Attorney, and 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Also attached is a copy of the affidavit filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the United States District 
Court, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


4 * 





*FD-302 (REV, 3*8-77) 
« 




»• « 

, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Oat* of transcription 


10/16/85 


RONALD D. LAHNERS, United States Attorney (USA), 
District of Nebraska, was interviewed in the offices of 
the United States Attorney, Lincoln, Nebraska. It had 


tne uniueu otctueo • * — , ^ . . _ . 

been previously explain ed , to Mr. LAHNER S by Avista p 

Agent in Charge (ASAC) [ 1 


Zf ^ f 

had been made that j_ 


that a llegatio ns 

v had 


claimed that he had made 
County Attorney , to obtain 


in a criminal 


with LAHNERS, then Lanc aster 

m atte r 

LAHNERSL 


United "States Senator ED ZORlNSK^o favorably conside r 
LAHNERS for the position of United States Atto: rney, 
of Nebraska. At the time of interview, it was 
to LAHNERS that the interview was part of an Administrati 
Inauiry, and as such, he was provided with an FD-395, 
"Interrogation: Advice of Rights Form." LAHNERS rea 

and signed this form and indicated that he was willing 

to be interviewed. 


LAHNERS explained that the matter involving ___ 
arose in approximately December^ ^ He.explarne^at 



> which was needed 

t j_ n order that work on a project might proceed. 

LAHNERS explained that according to the facts as he knew 
them, there was no financial loss to anyone involved and 
as such, no real victim, and the primary P“n?°s£-£* 

/was merely to move paper along m the \_ /process 

4-rs pnaKlel I work to proceed. LAHNERS explained 

iLThis i nitial im l^ession was to totally ^Pf°| ecutl ° n 

rpnardin a the matter, but at the same time, he realize 

that the ^ did not have ‘ 


7 


in her 


and as such , may be forced to prosecute 

} which could pot entially r esult 

Due to h er lack of I 

and generally easily fitting^ 

Aeligibility requi 4 ‘‘ 


irements, the fact that she did 
was almo st automat ic in his 

mind^ LAHNERS provided a copy of a[ 

“*■ i • ! J 1 J i.,* i n 


UV1UCU cx L — 7—1 r— 

1 eligibility guidelines document which 


Investigation rtrt 10/11/85 


.at 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


.File # 


Omaha 62A-3768 


C 


SA 

by __ASAC 


JAL:emb *» n/15/85 

Date 1U/10/Q»3 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

hlC 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to Pe distributed outside your agency. 
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b6 

b7C 


Continuation ot FD-302 of 


RONALD D. LAHNERS 


* 

On j: 8 5 , page - , 3 


Sometime shortly following the meeting, either 
on the same date or shortly thereafter, LAHNERS recalls 
that he did ta lk to | | Police Department Detective 


and asked him to follow through on the case . 

LAHNERS stated that he does not recall ever having a / 


7 


involving this matter in his possession; however, 
it is possible that he could have and did not remember 
it. LAHNERS stated that at no time does he recall meeting 
with \ I rega rding this ma tter. 

regarding 


this matter, adding that he did not know that 

1 1 

until years later when the| 



investigation became public. 


LAHNERS stated that there was no question in 



LAHNERS stated that he had not discussed this 

stating that the 


matter at any time with 
• first time he heard of the allegations was on October 10, 1.985, 
in the late afternoon when he was telephonically advised 
of same by the Public Integrity Section of the Department 
of Justice. 

LAHNERS again emphatically stated th at at no 


time did he discuss this ma tter with 


1 and that 


or made between h imself and 

I adding that if I I would have | 


Jhe would have ended up in jail. 


LAHNERS stated that he was unaware of any 


other actions [ 


] 


J in obtaining the position of United States Attorney 


LAHNERS stated that he himself wrote a letter to Senator 
ZORINSKY in his own behalf wherein he requested ZORINSKY 's 
favorable consideration. LAHNERS stated that ZORINSKY 
must have misunderstood as he replied by letter that he, 
ZORINSKY, was a Democrat and had no say in the selection 
of a United States Attorney. LAHNERS stated that he wrote 
a second letter to ZORINSKY explaining that he was only 
requesting favorable consideration should ZORINSKY be asked 
regarding LAHNERS' nomination. 

LAHNERS was asked and st ated th at he considered ' 

to be an ethical and good 


that had any such alleged activity , 
ended up in jail. 


land again stated 


would have 
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t 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date Of ♦nnwlntlon 10/16/85 


was interviewed in the offices 


adjacent to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
Resident Agency, Lincoln, Nebraska. It was explained to 

I that allegations had been re ceived th at he had 
claimed that in late 1980, he had made | ,1 then 


Lancaster County Attorney RON LAHNERS, to obtain 


7 


I I | LAHNERS I I to United States Senator 

ED ZORINSKY to favorably consider LAHNERS' nomination for 
the position of United States Attorney (USA), District 
of Nebraska. 




L 


stated that he would not discuss his 

l claiming that it would 


be in violation of the 


| stated that he had done 

in approximately 197 8 regarding 9 couple named [ 
and in volving a I 


1 wor k 

from 


as possibly 


as well 


any time] 
above . 


1 was asked and stated that he never at 

Iwith RON LAHNERS as described 


also stated that he never made any statements 

had 

LAHNERS 


or that LAHNERS 


to anyone. bpecirica 
r claimed that he had 

1 IV. lit; uc. 

1 



he di d 
that 


stated that it is very possible that 
I Sen ator ED ZORINSKY or may ha ve 

explained 


ZORINSKY 


■ and that he has always been impressed 
wi f-h t.ahner s’ prosecutorial ability a nd is certain that 
he at leastT *** ~ * | ZORINSKY. 


I 


Investigation on 


10/11/85 


Lincoln, Nebraska Omaha 62A-3768 

File * ■ 


by 

i 


sa|Z 

ASAC] 


JALtemb 10/15/85 

Hate rtlrt*li»rl 


be 

hie 

b5 


b6 

blC 

hS 

b6 

blC 


be 

blC 


be 

blC 


be 

blC 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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RONALD DvIaHNERS, U NITED STATES ATTORNEY , DISTRICT OF NEBRj 

| - VICTIM; ADMINISTRATIVE IN&UJLBXs POSSIBp: 



u\ 


Oj 


ER 23T 1985 


/CT; 00; OMAHA. 

<r * 

RE OMAHA TELCALL TO SSA 
CMAHA AIRTEL AND LHM TO THE BUREAU, OCTOBER 2i, 1985; OMAHA TELETYPE 

m 

1 

10 THE BUREAU, AUGUST 23, 1985. 



ON OCTOBER 23, 1985, 




uwana ic.Lc.ur 


PUBLIC INTEGRITY UNIT, 


b6 

b7C 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, D.C., TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED 
a JOHN N. CAMPBELL, LINCOLN RESIDENT AGENCY, OMAHA DIVISION, AND 
REQUESTED THAT SENATOR EDWARD ZORINSKY BE INTERVIEWED AS SOON AS 

-'Ait 

K)S SIBLEY, /* 


•mi ml 


t* C’i. -fcr 


‘vifcif 199 NOV f 1 

STATED THE INTERVIEW SHOULD BE LIMITED TO SENAtOR * '' 



m g 


b6 

•b7C 


r ' 

V 




2 


•0> 


• f i 

m pr 


SEE CID ADDENDUM PAGE 4. 
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. fftGE Tv/O OM .(6^-3768) UNCLAS 

ZORINSKY’S remembrances OR KNOWLEDGE concerning any conversation 
he: may have had with 


IN THE LATTER PART OF 1980 OR 1981, CONCERNING APPOINTMENT OF 
RONALD D. LAHNERS TO THE POSITION OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 
DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 

STATED ZORINSKY SHOULD. BE ASKED IF HIS RECOMMENDATION 


CR VOTE WAS REQUESTED BY 
DID 


AND IF THIS REQUEST WAS MADE, 


GIVE ANY INDICATION THE REQUEST WAS 


\ MR. LAHNERS 


HE HAD MADE REGARDING 



SUGGESTED THAT SSA 


]give HIM A call IF HE 


mD any QUESTIONS, AS HE RECOGNIZED THE INTERIVEw OF SENATOR 

u. 

ZORINSKY WOULD MOST LIKELY BE CONDUCTED BY SA’S IN THE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. AREA, AS ZORINSKY WAS PRESENTLY IN THE CITY. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED FOR THE INFORMATION OF INTERVIEWING 
A3ENTS THAT AT ONE TIME, ZORINSKY 


AND THEY WERE APPARENTLY 


IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT REFERENCED AIRTEL AND LHM DATED 
OCTOBER 21, 1985, IN ADDITION TO OTHER INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED, 
PROVIDES THE RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH I IaND 
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ADDENDUM: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


( CID ) ^RSC : dlt 1 


0/25/85 


On 10/23/85,| | Public Integrity Section, 

telephonically contacted SA John N. Campbell, Lincoln Resident 
Agency, Omaha Division, and requested that Senator Edward 
Zorinsky be interviewed as soon as possible concerning the 
Administrative Inquiry regarding Ronald D. Lahners, U. S. 
Attorney, District of Nebraska. 


On 10/2 4/85. 1 1 was contacted by 

FBIHQ. stated that the Administrative Inquiry 

allegations made that while Lahners was County Attorney 

ending before him where the defendant wasp" 


CID, 

concerned 
in 1980, 


case was 



Senator Zorinsky s recommendation or vote concerning the 
appointment of Ronald Lahners to the position of U. S. Attorney, 
District of Nebraska. | | stated that investigation 

conducted to date has not substantiated the allegations: however 



CID concurs with this request. 


APPROVED: 


Adm.Serv# 
Crim. tnv/j 


Laboratory. 


Director 

Exec. AD-ACm. 
Exec. AD-Inv. 
Exec. ADLES 


7'TJTJ( Legal Coon. __ 

'^rTTl Oil. ot Cong. 

1 * ' I * Public Arts, 


(Cent. 

Inspection. 
Inte't 


& Public Al 
Rec. Mgnt. 
Tech. Serve. 
Training 


- 4* - 


I 



1 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
O Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 



FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 




u 



, 


/■ 



?l I 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 10/31/85 


4 * 


TO: 


DIRECTOR , ?BI 
ATTN : SSA 


WWC SECTION, 
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SUBJECT : 


PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, CID — 

ATTN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OPR, PLANNING 

AND INSPECTION 

SAC, OMAHA ( 62A-3768 ) 


RONALD D: 

td. 



HNERS 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 
DISTRICT OF NEBR ASKA ; 

- VICTIM 


ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY; 

POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT 

00 : OMAHA 

Re Bureau teletype to Omaha and WFO dated 10/30/85 

Enclosed for WFO are two copies of Omaha airtel 
to the Bureau (with accompanying enclosures) dated 10/21/85 
As referenced teletype points out, Nebraska Senator EDWARD 
ZORINSKY is to be interviewed re captioned matter. 

p o 

ZORINSKY' s interview should consist of determini ng 
if he, ZORINSKY, was I ’ 


.for the purpose of 

Senator ZORINSKY to aid in the appoint ment of USA LAHNEijSf 1 

to his current p osition . If, in fact,| ; 

Senator ZORINSKY ! ] USA LAHNERS, details of 

this contact should be obtained from the senator. 
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HOBBS ACT- 00: OMAHA. 


REOMTEL TO BUREAU OCTOBER 23-, 1135-, AND BUCAL OF SUPER- 


VISOR 


TO SA JOHN CAMPBELL-. LINCOLN RESIDENT 


AGENCY i OCTOBER 28-, nas. 

THIS IS TO CONFIRM REFERENCED TELCAL WHEREIN OMAHA WA 
ADVISED THAT FBIH(2 AUTHORITY TO INTERVIEW SENATOR EDWARD 

\ PUBLIC INTEGRIT 


ZORINSKY ■» AS REQUESTED BY 


SECTION-, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE-, IS GRANTED. 

FOR INFORMATION WFO-, OMAHA DIVISION HAS ADVISED THAT 
SENATOR EDWARD ZORINSKY IS CURRENTLY STAYING IN THE 
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WASHINGTON-. d.c. area and dull be RESIDING ‘-IN the district until 


DECEMBER -.. LIES- DUE TO' THE REQUEST OF 



PUBLIC 


INTEGRITY SECTION-. TO HAVE ZORINSKY INTERVIEWED AS SOON AS 

ft 

POSSIBLE-. THIS INTERVIEW IS TO BE DONE BY WFO AGENTS- 

m 

OMAHA IS REQUESTED TO EXPEDITIOUSLY FURNISH ALL PERTINENT 

* 

MATERIALS TO WFO SO THAT WFO CAN CONDUCT A LOGICAL INTERVIEW 

m 

OF ZORINSKY- OMAHA IS ALSO REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF 
SENATOR ZORINSKY AND ADVISE WFO OF HIS PRESENT WHEREABOUTS- 
WFO i UPON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM OMAHA-. SHOULD 

■» 

EXPEDITIOUSLY INTERVIEW SENATOR ZORINSKY AND IMMEDIATELY SUTEL 

m 

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW TO FBIHC3 AND OMAHA-. FOLLOWED BY APPROPRIATE 
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NOTE: ON 10/25/65-. 


ASSISTANT SECTION CHIEf-. 


WHITE COLLAR CRIMES SECTION-. APPROVED THE INTERVIEW OF SENATOR ‘ 
EDWARD ZORINSKY IN THE ABSENCE OF HAL HELTERHOFF-. SECTION CHIEF-. 
WHITE COLLAR CRIMES SECTION. 
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JUDGE: 


RE: 
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RONALD D. LAHNERS, 

U. S. ATTORNEY,.-- D iSTRLCT OF NEBRASKA ^ 




ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY; 
POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT 
00: OMAHA 




U 




This matter concerns allegations made that while ^Ronal d 
s County Attorney in 1980. a case was pending before 


j him where the defendant was 

» 


ii i i 

\ Senator Edward 

Zorinsky ' s 


\ (Nebraska - Democrat) recommendation or vote 

concerning 

the 


^ "3* — 


appointment of Ronald Lahners to the position of U. S. Attorney, 
District of Nebraska. 


On 10/23/85, 


Public Integrity Section, 


t elephonically contacted SA John N. Campbell, Lincoln Resident 
Agency, Omaha Division, and requested that Senator Edward 
Zorinsky be interviewed as soon as possible concerning the 
Xdminis trative Inquiry regarding Ronald D. Lahners, U. S. 
Attorney, District of Nebraska. 


On 10/24/85, 


was contacted by CID, FBIHQ, and 
advised that the investigation c onducted to date has not substan - 
tiated the allegations; however. 



U. S. Senator Edward Zorinsk y will be intervie wed as 
requested by Public Integrity Attorney l 


I will keep you advised of developments in this matter. 
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TO: 


DIRECTOR, ESI 

ATTN: SSA I 

PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, 
W CC SECTION, CID 


ATTN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 

OPR 

PLANNING AND INSPECTION 
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PROM: 


:S-AC7\WP0 (62A-11587) (RUC) (C-7) 


RONALD i^LAHNERS , 

DlSTRXCT^Sg^NEBR ASKA:. 

I VICTIM : 

ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY ; 
POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT; 

(00: OMAHA) 


! a)i ne^S, l$OfJ 


Re Omaha airtel to the Bureau and WPO, lO/^tV 
teletype to the Bureau and Omaha, 11/22/85. ^ 


and WPO 



Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies and for Omaha 
the original and one copy of P D 502s with U.S. Senator EDWARD 
ZORINSKY and I I Also enclosed for Omaha are the 

original interview notes. 


Por the information of the Bureau and Omaha, Senator 
ZORINSKY has no recollection of eyer_J 

4-JZ17 (^768) • /R2r J 
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RONALD LAHNERS as USA. 
Democrat, he could not, 
position of USA. 


(regarding the appointment of 

Senator ZORINSKY further advised as a 
and did not nominate LAHNERS for the 


For the information of Omaha, WPO advised I I at 

this time it was not necessary to look further for the second 
letter from LAHNERS to Senator ZORINSKY, dated 10/15/81. Should 
Omaha decide otherwise, they should so advise. 
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.In view of the fact no further investigation was 
requested, WPO is placing captioned matter in an RUC status. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 

Date 12/3/83 
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United States Senator EDWARD ZORINSKY was interviewed 
in his Capitol Hill Office, Room 443, Russell Senate Office 
Building, First and Constitution Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 
(WDC). Senator ZORINSKY was advised the official identity of the 


contacting Special Agents and was then told the purpose for the 
interview was to discuss with him an allegation that in late 


1980. 

made 

Iwith then Lancaster County 

b6 

Attornev 

RON LAHNERS. to obtain 
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b7C 
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1 

| Senator ZORINSKY,! 

1 Senator would give LAHNERS 



favorable consideration for a nomination to the position of 
United States Attorney (USA), District of Nebraska. 


Senator ZORINSKY began by stating he was unaware of the 
allegation and had not discussed such an allegation with anyone 
prior to this interview. 

Senator ZORINSKY stated he never knew of LAHNERS until 
after his name was submitted as a candidate for the USA's 
position. He first met LAHNERS only a couple of years ago, after 
LAHNERS had been the USA for approximately two years. 

Regarding the allegation, Senator ZORINSKY stated he is 
a Democrat and as such could not, and did not nominate LAHNERS 
for the position of USA under the current Republican (REAGAN) 
Administration. He added that he had recommended LAHNERS 
predecessor under the previous CARTER Administration. 

When asked how LAHNERS would have been nominated, 
Senator ZORINSKY stated his name would have been submitted to the 


Investigation on 1 2/2/83 at Washington, D.C. 


SA 



By SA 


RDCtldm 


Date Dictated 


WASHINGTON FIELD 
Pile 62A-11587 
OMAHA 
62A-3768 

12/2/83 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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REAGAN Administration by the three Republican members in the 
House of Representatives from Nebraska as well as the Republican 
Governor from Nebraska, CHARLES THRONE. 

Senator ZORINSKY stated since he did not know LAHNERS 
at the time and since he knew of nothing derogatory about the 
man, he made no attempt to block his nomination. He further 
stated he has no recollection of having had any conversation with 

| or anyone else concerning LAHNERS. 


According to Senator ZO RINSKY. he has known 

however, state d he does not 

that even if 


consider himself to be I 


matter he would do so. 


the Senator concerning any 


Senator ZORINSKY stated he is constantly "being offered 
free advice" of some sort, and is constantly approached about 
getting someone or someone's friend a job. In addition, his 
office receives between 4Q0 and 500 letters daily. So because of 
this, unless a request is something out of the ordinary, he is 
unlikely to remember it. He again stated he has absolu tely no 
recollection of ever discussing LAHNERS nomination with l 
nor does he recall ever receiving any correspondence from 

| or anyone else regarding the same. 


In concluding. Sen ator ZORINSKY requested 


letters he may have received from LAHNERS or 


to search all o ffice file s for any 


from 


January, 1981 to the present. The results of the search should 
be available within a day or two. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date 1 2/3/83 


| [United States 

Senator EDVARD ZORINSKY, telephone number ! j , made 

available copies of the following letters (copies attached 
hereto) : 


Letter, dated February 10, 1981 to Senator ZORINSKY 
from RONALD D. LAHNERS. 


Letter, dated February 16, 1981 to RON LAHNERS from 
Senator ZORINSKY. 


advised she had caused the files of Senator 

ZORINSKY' s office to be searched for any letters or other written 
correspondence from or to the Senator for RONALD LAHNERS and/or 


from January 1, 1981 to the present 


l 

There is no record of any correspondence to or from 


■ 5 

She advised in addition to the aforementioned two 
letters involving LAHNERS, the files reflect the Senator received 
a second letter from* LAHNERS,, dated October 15^ 1981, however, 
she is unable to locate that letter. 


Regarding the handwritten "notation, at the bottom of 
Senator ZORINSKY 's letter, which reads "I,„would most certainly 
support you if your name is presented for nomination by this 
administration;" those comments were written on the original 
letter by Senator ZORINSKY when he signed the letter and would 
have been in his own handwriting. The attached^ copy of this 
letter was made from a carbon and the Senator's comments were 
hand copied onto the carbon from the original by a Secretary. 


Investigation on 12/4/85 


I ' WASHINGTON FIELD 

at Washington, D.C. File 62A-1 1 587 

OMAHA 

62A-3768 


By SA 


RDCtldm 


Date Dictated 12/4/85 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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RQJS'ALD D. LaKNERS 




February 10, 1981 


Honorable Edward Zorinsky 
100 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 


COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
LINCOLN. NEBRASKA 68508 

l 





Dear Senator: 

I 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a resume concerning my 
background and experience as a prosecutor and would like 
to seek your support in any way possible for the position 
of United States District Attorney for the State of 
Nebraska. I view this as a rare opportunity for my 
career and this type of government work, and would hope 
that on the basis of my experience with law enforcement, 
that you would look upon my application favorably . 


If there is any further material that I can forward to 
you concerning my qualifications or background, please 
feel free to contact me and I will send the information 
immediately. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



County Attorney 


RLrlg 

Enclosure 
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February 16, 1931 


Mr. Ron Lahners 
County Attorney 
County City Bldg. 
Lincoln, Neb. 68598 

Dear Mr. Lahners: 


Thank pau for your letter of the 10th enclosing a copy 
of your biography for use in obtaining appointment as 
U. S. S&toraey for the State of Nebraska. 


Since the U. S. Attorney position cones under the 
patronage positions of the Republican party, I would 
suggest that you send this material to one of the 
Republican mentoers of the Nebraska delegation who may 
be willing to reccmnend you for this post. 


With best wishes. 
Sincerely , 

Edward Zorinsky 
U. S. Senator 
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PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, WCC SECTION CID 
FBI OMAHA ( 62A 3768) 


ATTN r ASAC 



BT 
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RONALD D. LAHNERS , UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRICT OF 
NEBRASKA; 


- VICTIM: ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY 


POSSIBLE HOBBS ACT (00:0MAHA). 
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RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO OMAHA AND WFO, 10/30/85; 

OMAHA AIRTEL TO THE BUREAU AND WFO, 10/31/85; AND WFO CJ jpf 
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TELCALL OF SA 


11/22/85. 


TO OMAHA ASAC 
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FOR INFORMATION OF OMAHA AND THE BUREAU, REFERENCED 
COMMUNICATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY WFO CASE AGENT ON 11/14/85 


as u£C o 135 
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PAGE TWO DE WF #0025 UNCLAS 

'ON 11/19/85, WFO TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED 


U.S. SENATOR 


EDWARD ZORINSKY. 


WAS INFORMED THE FBI NEEDED TO 


PERSONALLY INTERVIEW SENATOR ZORINSKY REGARDING CAPTIONED 
MATTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. SHE ADVISED SHE WOULD SPEAK 


TO THE SENATOR AND RECONTACT WFO. 

ON 11/21/85, WFO ATTEMPTED TO RECONTACT 


WITH 


NEGATIVE RESULTS. ON 11/22/85, WFO AGAIN CALLED 


WHO ADVISED WFO'S REQUEST TO INTERVIEW THE SENATOR HAD BEEN 
MADE KNOWN TO THE SENATOR, HOWEVER, THE REQUEST WAS BEING 
HANDLED BY 


SENATOR ZORINSKY 
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| STATED SENATOR ZORINSKY WOULD BE HAPPY TO 

BE, INTERVIEWED REGARDING CAPTIONED MATTER, HOWEVER, WOULD 
' « 

NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR SUCH AN INTERVIEW IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(WDC) UNTIL AFTER 12/2/85. SHE EXPLAINED THE SENATOR WAS 
EXTREMELY BUSY WORKING ON THE FARM BILL AND HAS PLANS TO 
FLY TO OMAHA EARLY TOMORROW MORNING, 11/23/85, AND WILL 
NOT RETURN TO WDC UNTIL 12/1/85. 
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PAGE THREE DE WF #0025 UNCLAS 

ACGORDING Tp | | SENATOR ZORINSKY WILL BE IN 

TEXAS ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY, 11/25/85 AND 11/26/85, BUT WILL 
BE IN HIS OMAHA OFFICE ON WEDNESDAY, J 1/27/85 AND FRIDAY, 
11/29/85. STATED THE SENATOR'S CALENDAR WAS 

OPEN ON THOSE DATES IN OMAHA AND SHOULD THE FBI WANT TO 
INTERVIEW HIM IN OMAHA, CONTACT SHOULD BE MADE WIThI 



ON 11/22/85, THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS MADE KNOWN TO 
ASAC | | WHO REQUESTED WFO SCHEDULE THE INTERVIEW WITH 

THE SENATOR FOR THE WEEK OF 12/2/85 IN WDC. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF OMAHA AND THE BUREAU, WFO HAS 
SCHEDULED AN INTERVIEW WITH SENATOR ZORINSKY FOR 2 PM, 
MONDAY, 12/2/85 IN WDC. 
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PUBLIC INTEGRITY 


SECTION-, U- S- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE-, UAS FURNISHED WITH THE 
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DETAILS : On 12/9/86, capt ioned individua l was administered 

a polygraph examination by | 
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Field Office Assignment 
FBIHQ 
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Examination Results 
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Examiner’s Conclusion 


It is the opinion of the examiner that 
in answering the following relevant questions: 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 



Location of Examination FBI HQ 


Typed Name of Witness or Interpreter 


Examiner (typed name) 


Examinee Native Language 
ENGLISH 


Language(s) Examination Conducted 
ENGLISH 


Division of Examiner 
FBIHQ 
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